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Bothali (Vahangaon), Chimur | February 7, 2026: 

In today’s rapidly evolving digital era, access to information, 

education, and essential services is increasingly dependent on digital 

awareness. Recognizing the need for responsible and informed use of 

technology, the National Service Scheme (NSS) Special Camp 2026 of 

Athavale College of Social Work, Chimur, dedicated its fifth day to 

promoting digital literacy and social development at Bothali 

(Vahangaon). 

 

 

 



 

 

 



As part of the outreach activities, a Janajagruti Rally titled “Digital 

Saksharatakade Paauul – Samajik Vikasachi Vaatchal” was organized 

in collaboration with Zilla Parishad School Bothali–Vahangaon, 

Bhivaji Varbhe Vidyalaya, Bothali–Vahangaon, and local villagers. 

NSS volunteers and school students actively participated, chanting 

slogans such as “Digital Awareness, Brighter Future,” “Go Digital, 

Grow Social,” and “Think Before You Click,” thereby spreading 

awareness about digital safety, education rights, and social 

development among the rural community. 

 

The programme further included four educational sessions focusing on 

digital literacy, participatory development, environmental 

sustainability, and public health awareness. During the sessions, Dr. 

Nandkishor Bhagat, Associate Professor, Athavale College of Social 

Work, Bhandara, had remarked that digital literacy was no longer 

optional but a foundation for inclusive social development in rural 

India. 



 

Dr. Nandkishor Bhagat remarked about  digital literacy 

 

Dr. Chandu Patil, Associate Professor, ACSW Bhandara, had pointed 

out that Participatory Rural Appraisal ensured development with 

people’s involvement rather than for people. Dr. Chandu Patil give 

below information  

 

Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA): 

Participatory Rural Appraisal is an important method used for rural development. 

In it, the villagers themselves participate directly in the development process by 

studying their problems, resources, needs and solutions.  

What is Participatory Rural Appraisal? 



- It is a "bottom-up" method.  

- Instead of external experts making decisions, the local people themselves 

participate in the decision-making process.  

- Development plans are prepared using the village's experience, traditions and 

local knowledge.  

The main objective of PRA 

- To empower the rural people.  

- To identify their needs and priorities.  

- To increase local participation in development plans.  

- To achieve sustainable development.  

Methods used in PRA 

- Mapping: A map of village resources.  

- Timeline: History of changes in the village.  

- Ranking and scoring: Prioritizing problems and needs.  

 - Seasonal Calendar: Seasonal availability of agriculture, employment and 

resources.  

- Focus Group Discussion: Finding solutions through group brainstorming.  

Advantages of PRA 

- Increases public participation.  

- Uses local knowledge.  

- Builds trust and transparency.  

- Development plans are prepared according to needs.  

 

Limitations of PRA 

- Requires more time and resources.  

- Influential classes sometimes dominate the decision-making process.  

- Need for trained mentors.  



- Since information is based on experience, it is not always scientifically accurate. 

 

 

Additionally, Shri Neelkanth Shende, Counselor, Krushi Karyalaya, 

Nagbhid, had asserted that effective watershed management was the 

backbone of sustainable agriculture and rural prosperity, while Dr. 

Rahul Shende, Counselor, Upzilla Rugnalay, Arvi, had cautioned that 

awareness and timely prevention were the strongest tools to combat 

AIDS and social stigma. 

The programmes witnessed active participation from NSS volunteers, 

school students, and villagers, reinforcing the objectives of the NSS to 

promote social responsibility, awareness, and community-based 

development. 

The NSS Special Camp activities were systematically organized under 

the overall guidance of Dr. Chandrabhan Khangar (MSW Incharge), 

Dr. Suresh Milmile (BSW Incharge), and Dr. Preeti Chandrashekhar 

Dave (NSS Programme Officer) of Athavale College of Social Work, 

Chimur. 



Dr. Chandu Patil explain PRA Tech. practicaly 

  

 

 

 


